MODEL DEMONSTRATION PROPOSAL
Name & Demonstration Title

Amy Schrader: “Connecting Reading & Writing through the Literary Elements”
(Modified from original to fit format)

Rational For Demonstration

According to Pat Cunningham, reading and writing instruction should never be taught separately, but must be linked.  Reading enhances a writer’s abilities with words, and writing helps a reader to understand how text is put together cohesively.  In addition, Carol Booth Olsen points out that reading and writing are recursive.  In essence, the student must sometimes go back in order to go forward.  This can apply to comprehension of text, the steps in the writing process, and a combination of both.  Using this as a basis, I have chosen to teach the reading and writing of a personal narrative through the use and manipulation of the literary elements.

Purpose of Activity

The story of Stephanie’s Ponytail is a simple but powerful narrative about the positive side of being different.  Middle school is the perfect time to explore this theme in literature.  This lesson would be taught after students have reviewed the basic literary elements and analyzed other short stories using the literary elements.  The purpose is to help students use a model to create their own personal narrative focusing on literary elements.
Steps in the Process

1. Webbing as Prereading: student will be asked to think about the idea of being different and web any words or feelings they associate with the idea.

2. Read Aloud: Students will be read the story Stephanie’s Ponytail.  The teacher will stop periodically to encourage prediction by the students.

3. Literary Element Stick Person as post-reading:  Students will be encouraged to review and think about the text in groups by drawing a stick person on their paper and using the literary elements as labels for different parts of the figure.

4. Prewriting 1:  Students will quickwrite for two minutes about a time when they dared to be different.

5. Prewriting 2:  Students will look through various magazines for three pictures they will use to create a story with the same theme as Stephanie’s Ponytail.
6. Prewriting 3:  Students will create a second literary element stick figure as a graphic organizer for their narrative using their chosen pictures as prompts.

7. Sharing:  Students will share with a partner for two minutes about their story idea.

8. Drafting: Students will draft their story for 15 minutes.

9. Sharing:  Students will share with the same partner the beginning of their draft.

10. Evaluation:  Students will be asked to review the web created at the beginning of the lesson and add any words they would like.  Discuss whether or not their perspective changed regarding the topic.
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